TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS     SCHOOL

was lovely; it fair makes you want to be good, doesn't
it?" We may believe that for her the message of
"Christmas" had indeed been conveyed through the
children's interpretation of the story.

This brings us to the consideration of the links be-
tween school and home, by means of "Open Days" and
"Parents' Guilds." On Open Days parents visit the
school by the invitation of the head mistress and staff..
These occasions arc usually quite informal in character;
the parents enter the classrooms and watch the children
at their ordinary occupations, and have the oppor-
tunity for a few 'minutes* chat with the teachers. The
class programme may be augmented with song, dance
and dramatisation of stories given at intervals in the
school hall by each class in turn,

On occasion, the "Open Day" is of a special nature,
for the children of the top class, on the eve of their
promotion to the Junior School, are often allowed to
entertain "mothers," "grannies" or "aunties" for the
afternoon. This is a social and festive occasion: the
children arc helped to prepare simple refreshments,
such as cakes, tarts and jellies, backed up with a cup of
tea provided by the head mistress; tables are laid and
the children wait upon their guests. The afternoon's
entertainment concludes with a short programme of
songs, dances or dramatic work, in which every child
in the class takes part. In its character, this "leave-
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